
                                                                                         

 

                                                      New Positions 

            Re-evaluating the impact of tradition on contemporary practice 

             A symposium for makers, curators, collectors and researchers 

               

                                                Friday 11 November 

                                             Edinburgh College of Art 

       Evolution House Board Room, 5th Floor Evolution House, 78 West Port 

                                               Edinburgh EH1 2LE 

           

This event has been organised as an integral component of ‘Naked Craft’; a multi-facetted project 

and exhibition of contemporary craft by 22 makers from Canada and Scotland, curated by Dr Juliette 

MacDonald and Arno Verhoeven, Edinburgh College of Art, in collaboration with Dr Denis 

Longchamps, Art Gallery of Burlington; Dr Sandra Alfoldy, NSCAD University; and Emma Quin, CEO, 

Craft Ontario.  

Conceived over two years ago, the key aim of ‘Naked Craft’ was to explore continuity and change 

within the discipline of craft. While the term brings with it varied perceptions, it is evident that there 

are many core, universal values and reasons that drive people to either make or purchase craft.  

The curators have stripped down notions of craft in order to explore four themes that bridge the 

past and the present and address both traditional and emerging approaches: 

New Positions looks at the current generation who embrace new methods of production, and new 

terminology such as craftivism, yarn bombing and sloppy craft. 

Do-it-Yourself (DIY) relates objects to the long and rich history of craft created for the home, rooted 

in the ethos of self-sufficiency. 



Down and Dirty looks at politics and materials through an exploration of objects that highlight a 

personal or communal attachment with place, whilst emphasising a sense of loss or detachment, or 

highlighting a renewed engagement or innovative development. 

Tooling Up examines new technologies and economies, contrasting makers who explore their tools 

and materials from new perspectives and put into practice, processes which challenge methods of 

construction and interpretation.  

Each of these themes will be discussed by the curators, with input from two of the craftspeople 

represented in the exhibition. In addition, craft consultants Emma Quin and Carol Sinclair, will 

provide an overview of the current climate for craft and opportunities and support available to 

makers in Canada and Scotland. 

 The exhibition is currently touring Scottish galleries and will be displayed at Tweeddale Museum & 

Art Gallery, Peebles until 4 March 2017 and then at An Lanntair, Stornoway, from 4 April until July 

2017. 

Places are limited, so please ensure that you submit the booking form below by Friday 4 

November. Cost inclusive of refreshments & buffet lunch: £8.00.  

 

                                                  Programme 

10.00-10.20: Registration & refreshments 

10.20 – 10.30am: Introduction and welcome by Dr Juliette MacDonald, Head of School of Design 

10.30 – 11.00am: Beyond the Missionary Position: The Making of Naked Craft: Dr Denis 

Longchamps 

This presentation proposes an overview of the Naked Craft network and its multi-layered realizations 

which include a touring exhibition in Canada and Scotland, two workshops, a catalogue and three 

symposia. 

11.00 – 11.30am: Naked Craft: Creative Identities and the Vernacular: Dr Juliette MacDonald 

Juliette will use this presentation as an opportunity to explore the importance of place in creative 

practice; of how the land or a landscape can function as a powerful means for binding place to 

materials and maker to place.   

11.30 – 11.50am: Refreshments 

11.50 am – 12.20pm: This above all: To thine own self be true: Dr Sandra Alfoldy 

This paper will argue that in this age of ‘craftwashing’, where corporations unapologetically 

appropriate the terms and morals surrounding hand crafting, ‘Naked Craft’ stands as an important 

reminder that traditions, while not static, must root contemporary crafts in their historical contexts. 

12.20 – 12.30pm: Questions 



12.30 – 1.30pm: Lunch 

1.30 – 2.00 pm: She’s come Undone: Teresa Burrows 

An exploration on how stories from history and mythology inform a practice which includes bead 

painting and mixed media artwork, focusing on the two pieces exhibited in Naked Craft and a work in 

progress entitled: ‘Our Lady of the Seal Hunt’. 

2.00 – 2.30pm: A Northern Soul: Kevin Morris 

A maker’s perspective on how the Naked Craft Network has impacted upon the development of new 

work through support, guidance and inspiration to push his practice in new directions. The 

presentation will illustrate  how an exploration of objects, sites and stories concerning his 

grandfather’s life as a ghillie, has furthered an understanding of material and place and led to 

stronger connections with tradition and heritage.  

2.30 – 3.00pm:  Practicing Citizenship in Craft: Emma Quin 

An overview of the development, aims and objectives of ‘Citizens of Craft’: Canada’s newest 

movement, spearheaded by Emma, in support of craft nationwide. 

3.00 – 3.30pm: By Makers, for Makers: Carol Sinclair 

Making a living from your craft practice is a tough gig. How do you balance income generation with 

retaining the heart and soul of your practice? Carol will outline how the perception and support for 

craft in Scotland has developed over the past 25 years, with a focus on Applied Arts Scotland, an 

artist-led organisation. 

3.30 -4.00pm: Refreshments 

4.00- 4.30pm: Reflections on Being Naked: Ontological Epistemologies of Examining Craft-in- 

Practice: Arno Verhoeven 

In 2012, the Naked Craft network proposed to:…’re-evaluate the role of craft, stripping away the 

layers of meaning concerned with consuming and producing in order to better understand the on-

going creation, context and development of contemporary craft practice…’. Arno reflects on 4 years 

of being a naked scholar, and discusses whether the project enabled insights through exposing layers 

of meaning, or simply enabled the researcher to expose himself. 

4.30 – 5.00pm: Discussion between the audience and speakers on issues raised throughout the day 

5.00- 5.30pm: Wine reception 

 

More about the speakers 

Dr Denis Longchamps, Naked Craft co-curator, is Chief Curator, Art Gallery of Burlington, Ontario. In 

addition to his research and curatorship of contemporary craft, including the 2017 Canadian Craft 

Biennale, Longchamps publishes and is managing editor of Cahiers Metiers d’Art (craftjournal.ca). 



 Dr Juliette MacDonald, Naked Craft co-curator, is Head of the School of Design, Edinburgh College 

of Art and her research interests focus on both historic and contemporary craft and design, with 

particular emphasis on issues of cultural identity and nationalism. 

 

Dr Sandra Alfoldy, Naked Craft co-curator, is Professor at NSCAD University. Her current research 

focuses on the relationship between craft and architecture in post-war Canada and the historical 

tensions between Canadian studio craft and industrial design. 

Teresa Burrows, Naked Craft exhibitor, is based in Manitoba. Her work encompasses a broad range 

of art and craft techniques and media, including textiles and beadwork, to create chimeras of art, 

mythology and historical events. 

Kevin Andrew Morris, Naked Craft exhibitor, studied Ceramic Design at the Glasgow School of Art 

and based in Glasgow, now curates and exhibits in both in the UK and abroad.  

Emma Quin, Naked Craft co-curator, is CEO of Craft Ontario and is involved in strategies that 

contribute to revenue generation, organizational awareness and positive relationships within the 

community, and the facilitation of national and international partnerships. (citizensofcraft.ca) 

Carol Sinclair has been a maker and ceramic artist for 26 years, a creative business adviser and 

trainer for 16 years, and involved with Applied Arts Scotland, an organisation which supports makers 

at the very core of what they do and who they are, for most of that time.  

Arno Verhoeven, Naked Craft, co-curator, is a lecturer in Design at the Edinburgh College of Art. 

Arno focuses on the boundaries of art, craft and design disciplines to investigate shifting values and 

perception in material culture, and relationships between subject, object and the world of others. 

For further information about  Naked Craft please visit: 

www.nakedcraftnetwork.com 

                                        

                                

               

  

             

 

http://www.nakedcraftnetwork.com/


 

                                                   Symposium Booking Form 

                                                   New Positions 

           Re-evaluating the impact of tradition on contemporary practice 

                                              Friday 11 November 2016 

                                             Edinburgh College of Art 

       Evolution House Board Room, 5th Floor Evolution House, 78 West Port 

                                               Edinburgh EH1 2LE 

 

 Please confirm your booking by Friday 4 November by emailing this completed form to: 

 Laura Hamilton, co-ordinator, Naked Craft Scotland, with subject marked as ‘NC 

symposium ECA’ 

E: lmcham@btinternet.com 

 

Name:  

Email:  

Contact phone number:  

Address:  

Invoice address (organisations only):  

A charge of £8.00 per entry will be payable at the reception desk on 11 November 

(Please bring exact change!) 

 

Dietary requirements - Please highlight any of the below which apply   

Vegetarian        Vegan      Wheat intolerant      Dairy intolerant     Fish intolerant     
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