
 
 

MScR Collections & Curating Practices  
Application Guidance 
 

You must submit two references with your application. 

Your application should include three components as outlined below. 

1. Research Proposal (500 words) 

Outline the area in which you would like to work and identify up to five research 
questions that might guide your enquiry. Use this section to demonstrate your existing 
knowledge of the field and the context of your future work. You can also discuss the 
methods that you will apply and, if relevant, the primary source research that you wish to 
undertake. We will use this information to assign supervisors. 

NB: this is a provisional proposal and we anticipate that it will change and develop over 
the course of your studies. 

2. Bibliography 

Provide a brief bibliography of relevant scholarly literature and other key research 
resources. 

3. Statements 

In the ‘Personal Statement’ section of the application tell us why you feel you are 
qualified to enter the programme and how you think it may affect your career prospects. 
How has your first degree prepared you for this programme? What has led you to 
specialise in your chosen area? 

In the ‘Relevant Knowledge/Training Skills’ section tell us about your relevant 
professional experience to date (this might include paid roles as well as internships). 
Describe your skills and highlight any curatorial, project management and critical 
thinking experience you may have gained previously. 

Your statements must demonstrate an awareness of the potential for engagement with 
Edinburgh’s collections and considerable research resources. 

Please ensure that your application clearly addresses the criteria. Writing and 
presentation must be of the highest standard. Ensure that you do not write more than 
the specified word limit. If you have any questions, please get in touch with the ECA 
postgraduate office or the Programme Director. 

Applicants are advised to contact the ECA Postgraduate Office 
ecaresearchdegrees@ed.ac.uk if they have any queries relating to research degrees 
prior to application. 

Find out more about the general application process for postgraduate programmes:  
How to apply  
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