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REID SCHOOL OF MUSIC TOVEY MEMORIAL PRIZE

Frequently Asked Questions

Q. How long/short should a performance or composition be?
A. No shorter than eight minutes, and no longer than ten minutes. If a performance exceeds 10 minutes, the jury may ask the performer to stop.

Q. How many instruments are allowed?
A. There is no limit. Competitors may perform on one instrument, enter as a singer, perform on two different instruments or accompany themselves while singing – whatever best represents competitors’ artistic practice and demonstrates their skill.
Q. Do I have to upload/submit scores of the pieces I will perform?
A. Yes. If you do apply for the competition, you must submit a score/lead sheet. For example, if you are performing your own compositions, this also requires a score for the jury to follow.

Q. Can an individual performer apply as part of an ensemble/band?
A. Yes. If a performer wants to enter as part of an ensemble/band, each person who wants to be considered for the prize must submit an application. For example, if there is a Jazz trio consisting of a pianist, bassist and drummer and only the bassist and drummer want to be eligible for the prize, they must individually complete an application; the pianist does not.

Q. Can an ensemble enter as a single unit?
A. Yes. However, if the ensemble/band wins, the ensemble/band members will have to share the prize money.

Q. Can composers write for a solo performer or an ensemble?
A. The scoring of compositions is left to composers’ discretion. However, they must arrange for a live performance or submit a recording. Composers can also perform their own composition and/or be part of an ensemble/band.
Q. Is there a limit to the number of pieces one can perform/compose?
A. Competitors can perform any number of pieces within the time limit. However, if they perform several different pieces, they should pay special attention to ensure attractive programming. The same applies to compositions.
Q. Can one enter as both a performer and a composer?
A. No. Each student can only make one application. However, students who enter as composers or performers may still accompany other students who enter as solo performers.
Q. When do performers/composers need to arrive during the competition?
A. Please arrive 15 minutes before your prescheduled timeslot. In round 1, you are not required to stay for the remainder of the competition. In the final round, which takes the form of a concert, you need to arrive 15 minutes before the start of the event and remain until the winners are announced.
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Q. When are the successful applicants announced after each round?
A. The successful applicants moving onto the final round are announced the day after the first round via email. The winner of the final round is announced at the end of the competition following the performances and deliberation of the jury.

Q. Can programme changes be made between round 1 and the final?
A: No. The same programme must be performed in round 1 and the final.
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