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At Edinburgh College of Art, we offer a wide range 
of specialist design teaching programmes. You’ll 
learn various ways of conducting research for design; 
methods, processes and techniques for translating ideas 
and concepts into image, shape and form; and ways 
to communicate your knowledge and understanding 
through presentation and discussion. 

Throughout, you’ll benefit from our strong links  
to industry and will take part in live projects with  
a number of prestigious organisations. 

We’ll encourage you to take creative risks, show 
perseverance, and pay close attention to the 
world around you. You’ll grow to challenge the 
boundaries of your discipline, develop outstanding 
expressive technical and formal skills, and build  
a personal practice that is uniquely yours. 
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CORONAVIRUS UPDATE:  
NOVEMBER 2020

You can keep up-to-date  
with our learning and teaching 
plans for 2021 at: 

www.ed.ac.uk/news/covid-19

Please do continue to check  
this page for updates throughout 
the year.

http://www.ed.ac.uk/news/covid-19
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OUR DEGREE 
PROGRAMMES

Single honours 4-year undergraduate  
degree programmes

BA (Hons) Animation  W615

BA (Hons) Fashion  W230

BA (Hons) Film & Television  P390

BA (Hons) Graphic Design  W210

BA (Hons) Illustration  W220

BA (Hons) Interior Design  W250

BA (Hons) Jewellery &  Silversmithing  W721

BA (Hons) Performance Costume  W451

BA (Hons) Product Design  W240

BA (Hons) Textiles  J420

Wooden type for print making.

WHY CHOOSE DESIGN AT  
THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH?

1   You’ll benefit from talks and 
workshops from visiting professional 
practitioners and will take part in 
exhibitions, industry competitions 
and live projects that will help you  
to prepare for professional practice.

2   Our studio and workshop spaces 
range from the historic to the 
contemporary, with specialist  
spaces for making work at all  
scales and across all media.

3   You’ll qualify ready for industry, 
with the confidence to establish 
yourself as an independent designer, 
creative or maker.

4   Our staff are highly respected 
designers and researchers, and  
are leaders in their fields.

5   Our exciting new curriculum means 
you’ll have the opportunity to select 
option courses in Years 1 and 2 
of your programme. Some of our 
programmes are rolling out new 
courses in Year 3 which will also 
allow you to choose options from 
outside your core discipline  
(subject to availability).

6   As part of the University of 
Edinburgh’s flexible approach to 
learning, your courses will also 
welcome a small number of students 
from other programmes, enhancing 
your cross-disciplinary awareness 
and critique.

 IT HAS BEEN SUCH A PRIVILEGE TO BE ABLE TO STUDY AT 
ECA, AND I WILL BE FOREVER GRATEFUL FOR EVERYTHING 
I HAVE LEARNED HERE, THE PEOPLE I HAVE MET AND THE 
OPPORTUNITIES THAT I HAVE HAD. 

 

 

A l a n n a  H i lt o n ,  FASHION BA (HONS)



INTRODUCTION  
TO YOUR DEGREE

Award/s

BA (Hons)

Location 

The University’s Central Area, or within 
Edinburgh College of Art (ECA)

Awarding body

The University of Edinburgh

Duration

4 years

Academic year

Comprises two semesters:  
September to December  
January to May

Timetables

Your personal timetable will be available 
after your consultation with your Personal 
Tutor and electives selection, in the first week  
of Semester 1. Scheduled teaching can  
take place on any day of the week,  
but Wednesday afternoons are typically  
reserved for sport and cultural activity.

Contact time on all courses will appear on 
your timetable. Many of our programmes 
also operate locally managed workshops 
and studio facilities, which may be made 
available to you in addition to timetabled 
instruction. 

Some facilities will also use simple sign-up 
sheets to manage technical support time or 
inductions. Details of these processes will be 
communicated with you by your programme 
director on a regular basis through the 
virtual learning environment ‘Learn’.

Studying abroad

We offer undergraduate students the 
opportunity to undertake a wide range 
of international experiences. Living and 
studying abroad can broaden your horizons, 
enhance your academic perspective and 
help you make the most of your time as an 
undergraduate student. There are a range  
of Go Abroad options available:

www.ed.ac.uk/global/go-abroad

The benefits of a 4-year degree programme

Edinburgh offers flexible four-year honours 
degree programmes. The four-year degree 
programme offers a range of advantages.

We believe innovation within contemporary 
design and craft practices will not solely 
originate within discipline-specific study,  
but will develop through its relationship  
to other fields of study and inquiry.

Our curriculum allows for flexibility of 
choice in first and second year, with specific 
in-depth study in subsequent years.

Everything you need to know about electives

For most of our degrees, because of the  
four-year degree structure, electives allow 
for a breadth of study both within ECA  
and across the College of Arts, Humanities 
and Social Sciences. 

Your choice of electives may be based on 
enhancing or complementing your degree,  
or you may choose something totally 
unrelated, based purely on interest. 

During Welcome Week, the Academic Fair 
is a chance to see all the courses on offer 
and discuss them in more depth, but we 
do encourage you to explore elective ideas 
before joining us in September. Towards the 
end of your first week, your Personal Tutor 
will help to check available places and enrol 
you onto your chosen electives.

We are interested in what you bring to your 
programme through your broader interests 
and elective choices. You will be encouraged 
to make connections between areas of study, 
creating your own unique creative practice 
and influencing the future of your specialist 
discipline.
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Laura Sewell, sketchbook, 
Illustration  
BA (Hons) 2019.

http://www.ed.ac.uk/global/go-abroad
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ANIMATION BA (HONS) 
Programme Director: Jared Taylor 
Email: Jared.Taylor@ed.ac.uk

Our multiple award-winning programme 
differs radically from most animation 
programmes in that we teach the full 
spectrum of production methods. You will 
learn about 2D and 3D techniques, using both 
cameras and CGI, as well as puppet-based 
stop-frame, and will be taught how to bring 
drawings, paintings, objects, models, puppets 
and text to life, whether they are generated 
physically, by hand, or virtually,  
by computer.

You will work individually and in teams to 
create worlds, characters to populate them, 
and show the events and consequences of 
living within those worlds through film, 
documentaries and installations.

Our students have previously won awards  
at Annecy, the Royal Television Society  
(RTS), the BAFTAs and the Emmys.

For more information: 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/animation-ba 

FASHION BA (HONS) 
Programme Director: Mal Burkinshaw 
Email: m.burkinshaw@ed.ac.uk

Our dynamic and award-winning fashion 
programme puts emphasis on your personal 
creative freedom and design innovation. We 
believe that the only way to create the fashion 
innovators of the future is to promote your 
individual design identity, while developing 
and nurturing your full creative potential. 

The degree offers invaluable creative design 
experience by developing an understanding 
of design, contexts, illustration, accessories, 
knitwear, creative cutting techniques and 
applied surface decoration. 

For more information: 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/fashion-ba

Animation student at work.

Fashion Show, National 
Museum Scotland 2018. 

Photo: Gareth Easton.

http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/animation-ba
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/fashion-ba
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ILLUSTRATION BA (HONS) 
Programme Director: Harvey Dingwall 
Email: h.dingwall@ed.ac.uk

Choose to study Illustration and you’ll learn 
the language of drawing and image-making. 

As you harness a wide range of techniques 
and methodologies, we’ll guide you through 
an inspirational exploration of visual 
language. This dynamic and fast-paced 
programme will push you to the limits  
of your imagination. 

Our courses address how to answer a brief 
and develop an original and accomplished 
portfolio. Storytelling and sequential imagery 
form a large part of the curriculum, and  
you will become an authorial illustrator,  
as well as being able to complement an 
existing text with skilled interpretations.

To see our most up-to-date catalog of  
student work, visit our blog at: 
ecaillustration.wordpress.com

For more information: 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/illustration-ba

INTERIOR DESIGN BA (HONS)
Programme Director: Gillian Treacy 
Email:  Gillian.Treacy@ed.ac.uk

Our Interior Design programme provides 
robust contemporary training in the field of 
the interior built environment. 

As a student, you will explore a variety of 
different design briefs, formulating interior 
design solutions to address a series of 
social and environmental issues. You will 
learn skills in relation to design theory and 
material solutions, in tandem with gaining an 
understanding of construction detailing and 
industry regulations. 

Our emphasis is on your personal creative 
freedom, supporting your individual 
development as a designer. This will  
ensure that on successful completion of  
the programme you will be prepared to apply  
for a relevant industry position or further 
studies at masters level. 

For more information: 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/interior-design-ba

FILM & TELEVISION BA (HONS) 
Programme Director: Itandehui Jansen 
Email: I.Jansen@ed.ac.uk

Our Film and Television degree provides 
you with practical experience in directing, 
camerawork, editing and sound, and 
explores how every aspect of film can  
be a means of creative expression.

We encourage an individual approach 
to directing documentary, drama or 
experimental film. You will benefit from 
workshops and masterclasses delivered  
by internal and visiting staff, and from 
sessions provided by Edinburgh College  
of Art’s Scottish Documentary Institute. 

We support work that challenges filmic 
norms and boundaries, and nurture your 
vision through exercises and short films.  
You will find your own creative identity  
and perfect the skills that you will need  
to succeed in the industry after graduation.

For more information: 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/film-television-ba

GRAPHIC DESIGN BA (HONS) 
Programme Director: Zoe Patterson 
Email: z.patterson@ed.ac.uk

Our Graphic Design programme encourages 
bold, lateral thinking and an understanding 
of process, technique and business, to 
produce innovative, emotive, enduring and 
aesthetic output through intense, sustained 
involvement with the design process.

Throughout your studies, you will take part 
in a series of live projects, which include 
collaborations with many influential clients. 
We also run an award-winning Design 
Agency Project with mentorship from 
industry professionals, helping you to build 
valuable networks and preparing you for  
life after graduation.

Our aim is to produce confident designers 
who can successfully interpret complex briefs 
and grasp the subtleties of targeted and 
effective problem solving. We pride ourselves 
on helping you to be unique, individual,  
and 100% employable. 

For more information: 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/graphic-design-ba

Bookmarks Fair, 2019.

http://ecaillustration.wordpress.com
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/illustration-ba
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/interior-design-ba
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/film-television-ba
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/graphic-design-ba
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Graphic Design students.
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PRODUCT DESIGN BA (HONS) 
Programme Director: Larissa Pschetz 
Email: l.pschetz@ed.ac.uk

As a Product Design student, you will 
explore the cutting-edge methods used  
at the forefront of the discipline, gain  
research skills to uncover unique 
opportunities, and develop technical 
knowledge and skills to turn such 
opportunities into desirable products  
to meet real needs. 

You will be taught through a hands-on, 
project-led approach, and will work  
on design briefs that require you to design 
a wide range of products ranging from 
electronic goods to furniture, lighting  
to fashion accessories, products for the  
home and garden, to products designed  
for use in public environments.

Our graduates have a track record of  
success and can be found working as  
product designers, design managers, 
entrepreneurs and design researchers. 

For more information: 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/product-design-ba

TEXTILES BA (HONS)
Programme Director: Lindy Richardson 
Email: l.richardson@ed.ac.uk

We offer a rich exploration of textiles in  
their broadest sense, for a range of 
contexts. You will be encouraged to take 
an experimental approach to materials 
and processes to produce innovative and 
contemporary design work. This may  
include textiles for fashion, interiors or 
alternative contexts for designs, exploring 
combinations of materials, texture, colour 
and pattern. You will be encouraged to 
embrace new technology and develop new 
ways of working, alongside the study of 
traditional textile techniques in both print 
and embroidery.

Textiles graduates from Edinburgh College  
of Art are renowned for their excellent 
drawing skills and clear understanding  
of the requirements of industry, and an 
innovative and professional approach  
to the discipline.

For more information: 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/textiles-ba
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JEWELLERY & SILVERSMITHING  
BA (HONS) 
Programme Director: Jennifer Gray 
Email: Jennifer.Gray@ed.ac.uk

Jewellery and Silversmithing is an exciting, 
practical, studio-based programme that 
teaches you to design thoughtful, well-made 
and considered work. The department is 
small and friendly with a big international 
reputation as one of the UK’s leading 
programmes in the field. 

We will teach you to work with, and explore 
the use of, a broad variety of materials, 
including precious metal, plastic, textile, 
enamel and stone. We have a reputation  
for maintaining a high standard of hand 
skills and original design work, with  
a commitment to helping you to develop 
a clear and original creative voice through 
your drawing and making. Our programme 
incorporates life drawing, painting and 
printing elements as a foundation for 
successful creative practice at all levels.

We aim to equip graduates with a realistic 
understanding of the wider industry 
including career and future study 
opportunities. International exchanges and 
live projects enable you to gain a greater 
understanding of the industry and craft 
techniques.

For more information: 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/jewellery-
silversmithing-ba

PERFORMANCE COSTUME  
BA (HONS) 
Programme Director: Megan Baker 
Email: megan.baker@ed.ac.uk

Our unique Perfomance Costume 
programme teaches costume making and 
design, which includes life drawing, textiles, 
millinery, set design, model making and 
puppetry. You will be encouraged to be 
an innovative, individual and adaptable 
designer and maker. 

You will learn to become skilled at producing 
accurate recreations of costume as well as 
expressing imaginative flair. Performance 
costume crosses a range of art forms 
including theatre, dance, opera, television, 
film, performance art, music video and 
installation.

We encourage innovative and individual 
creative responses balanced by strong craft 
and technical expertise. We have many links 
with the film and stage industry providing 
invaluable work experience while you  
study, giving you the best chance of 
employment on graduation.

For more information: 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/performance-costume-
ba 

Product Design student in workshop. 
Photo: Joseph Revans.

http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/product-design-ba
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/textiles-ba
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/jewellery-silversmithing-ba
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/jewellery-silversmithing-ba
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/performance-costume-ba
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/performance-costume-ba


DETAILED  
DEGREE CONTENT

We offer a wide range of specialist 
undergraduate degrees. We aim to 
develop cross-disciplinary methods  
and approaches to people and culture 
that equip you to design excellence  
into people’s lives. 

This is about both designing artefacts and 
understanding the world around us. Our 
design vision and ideas lie within a global 
framework of design and how people wish 
to live their lives. 

www.eca.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate-design

Year 1

You will be introduced to the theoretical and 
fundamental practical methods of design, 
following a balanced programme that 
includes compulsory courses in your chosen 
subject and within Design & Screen Cultures.

On the majority of programmes you will 
study 60 credits of compulsory courses 
within your chosen area, and 60 credits 
will be open to your choice of electives, 
nominally made up of three 20-credit  
courses, 20 credits of which must be  
taken from outside Design. 

Year 2

Through a combination of compulsory 
courses in your specialist subject, Design  
& Screen Cultures and electives taken  
from within ECA or across the wider  
University, subject to availability, you will 
focus on the development of your work 
through appropriate materials, media  
and technical processes.

Year 3

In your compulsory courses, you will 
undertake a series of externally focused 
projects, including competitions, exhibitions 
and work-based and placement learning, 
exchanges and projects within industry, 
depending on your subject of study. 

This will allow you to develop an 
understanding of diverse roles in design, 
market sectors and personal branding, and 
help you to contextualise the work you go  
on to produce throughout your final year.

Year 4

You will develop one or more independent 
projects through research in an aspect of 
your specialism that is of specific interest 
to you. You will develop your work 
through studio practice, culminating in the 
presentation of this work, aligned with your 
learning from the externality projects in 
third year, at the Edinburgh College of Art 
Degree Show, Fashion Show or Performance 
Costume Show.

Your studio work will be complemented by 
a dissertation undertaken with tutors in the 
Design & Screen Cultures team.

Further information

You can find more detailed information 
on all our School of Design degrees on the 
online Degree Finder, including detailed 
information on programme structure and 
entry requirements:

www.ed.ac.uk/ug/59

16 17

Degree Show 2019,  
Sculpture Court.

http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate-design
http://www.ed.ac.uk/ug/59
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EXAMPLE YEAR BY YEAR  
FASHION DEGREE CONTENT

Please note that this is an example from 
2019 entry to BA (Hons) Fashion and is 
subject to change. 

If you would like to see examples of courses 
for alternative degrees in Edinburgh College 
of Art, please visit:

https://edin.ac/32XRxTu

Year 3

Compulsory courses:

Fashion Design 3A: Fashion  
Innovation for Industry  40 credits

Fashion Design 3B: Fashion  
Innovation for Branding  
& Business  40 credits

Fashion Design 3C: Critical  
Fashion Analysis for Industry  20 credits

Plus 20 credits of option courses  
from the following:

Screen Cultures  20 credits

Multi-Sensory Cultures  20 credits

Environmental Design:  
Materials, Ecologies, Futures  20 credits

Surfaces & Screens  20 credits

Design for Ageing  20 credits

Year 4

Compulsory courses:

Design Studio 4  40 credits

Design Research 4  40 credits

Professional Design Practice 4  20 credits

Design & Screen Cultures 4  20 credits

Plus participation in the Fashion Show  
and submission of a dissertation. 

* Principles of Minimalism introduces pivotal 
historical, cultural and contemporary concepts of 
Minimalism in Fashion, and its enduring global 
importance and impact. In this course you will 
develop an understanding of the value of editing 
ideas, learning to express key fashion concepts 
in artful, considered and sensitive ways, with 
consideration of sustainable issues relating to 
material wastage, particularly though innovative 
seam development and pattern placement.

Students start with a project brief and from that, 
generate personal research exploring minimalism 
through art, design, photography, garment 
research, line, form, structure, silhouette, colour 
and material application, and complete the 
project with the development of a coherent range 
plan and selecting one garment to proceed to 
manufacture.

Year 1

Compulsory courses:

Fashion Design 1A:  
The Fundamentals of Fashion  20 credits

Fashion Design 1B: Principles  
of Minimalism: Form, simplicity  
and function*  20 credits

Modernism and After  20 credits

Plus 60 credits of option courses cross the 
College of Arts, Humanities and Social 
Science, 20 of which must be an elective 
outside Design. 

Year 2

Compulsory courses:

Fashion Design 2A:  
The Architects of the Body  40 credits

Fashion Design 2B:  
Designing Diversity for  
the Fashion Industries  40 credits

Plus 20 credits of option courses  
from the following:

Contemporary Cinema  20 credits

Visual Narratives in Design  
and Screen Cultures  20 credits

Design and Society  20 credits

And 20 credits of option courses cross the 
College of Arts, Humanities and Social 
Science.

https://edin.ac/32XRxTu


When you arrive you will be assigned a 
Personal Tutor who can offer assistance 
and advice throughout your academic 
journey, including advice on choosing 
your electives, what to do if you need 
to take time out, or need advice when 
personal circumstances affect your work.

Design teaching 

The majority of design teaching and  
learning is through involvement in  
a range of experiential courses situated in  
a studio environment. Conceptual, material 
and technical issues are explored through 
seminars, workshops, lectures, tutorials  
and critiques.

Research, critical thinking and study  
of the visual, intellectual, social and 
professional contexts that shape creative 
design practice are regarded as essential to 
your development, elements of which are 
taught through Design & Screen Cultures 
courses. This also involves participation in 
exhibitions, competitions, collaborations  
and live industry projects.

Assessment

Informal formative assessment is continuous 
throughout the year, aiming to give you 
meaningful feedback and to encourage 
experimentation in the studio and beyond.

Formal formative assessment usually 
involves a mid-session review at the mid-
point of each course, letting you know how 
you are progressing. This might take the 
form of presentations, written or portfolio 
work.

Summative assessment at the end of  
all the courses you take is informed by  
your academic and creative progress  
and performance throughout.

TEACHING 
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Degree Show setup.

Interior design students.

Graphic novel workshop.
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ECA offers a diverse range of studios, 
workshops, libraries and collections, and 
places to perform and show your work.

What’s more, we encourage creativity and 
skills development, so all of our college-
wide technical facilities can be accessed 
through prior arrangement and discussion 
with relevant staff, irrespective of your core 
discipline. You can explore our facilities and 
take virtual tours online at:

www.eca.ed.ac.uk/facilities 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/tours

Foundry and casting room

These facilities are provided for both cold 
and hot casting processes, allowing you to 
work on small as well as large-scale pieces. 
In the cold casting area you can work with 
plastic, wax, and flexible rubber moulds, 
among others materials. In the hot casting 
and foundry you can work with non-ferrous 
metals like bronze and aluminium using 
investment casting techniques. 

Metal workshop

This workshop is equipped to deal with 
both large and small-scale projects, with 
a variety of hand tools, welding torches, 
and automated machinery for constructing 
prototypes and final pieces. You will be 
encouraged to develop manual skills such as 
welding and folding, as well as having access 
to the use of the steel guillotine and CNC 
plasma cutter, which cuts metal precisely 
based on work created in design software.

Wood workshop

This large wood workshop hosts a huge 
range of machinery and hand tools for the 
cutting, shaping, and general fabrication 
of woods, as well as metals, plastics, and 
cardboard. The work that goes on here can 
be for anything from architecture models 
and art pieces, to costume design and 
furniture products.

Printmaking suite

The printmaking suite provides a host of 
facilities for traditional and contemporary 
printmaking processes. The comprehensive 
range of techniques available include: screen 
printing, letterpress, lithography, intaglio, 
relief printing and monotype, Risograph  
and Gocco printing.

Digital fabrication

Computer-aided design and computer-aided 
manufacturing (often abbreviated to CAD-
CAM) facilities are available to students across 
Edinburgh College of Art workshops. These 
include 3D printers, 3D scanners, CNC routers, 
CAD embroidery machines and laser printers.

FACILITIES Printmaking suite.

Metal workshop. Digital fabrication.

Wood workshop. Photo: Joseph Wilson.

Foundry and casting room.

http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/facilities
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/tours


Performance Costume

Performance Costume students benefit 
from having their own allocated studio 
space for their design work (including 
millinery, puppet and wig making, textile 
manipulation, dyeing, and set design) with 
the workshops being the place where you 
can fully bring your ideas to life. 

Fashion

As well as being a space for working by 
hand and embroidery, there are a variety 
of industrial sewing and knitting machines, 
irons, and overlockers available for use.

Textiles

The textiles workshops are equipped for 
traditional flat-bed screen printing, digital 
textile printing and fabric dyeing.

24 25

Animation

The studios are equipped for shooting 3D 
stop-motion with dark rooms, spaces for 
set-building, lighting, and DSLR cameras. 
You can also make use of down-shooting 
equipment like line testers and motorised 
rostrums.

Film & TV

The Digital Film Editing Suite is used for 
teaching editing techniques and post-
production in both sound and video. 
Students learn to use software such as Avid 
Media Composer (for editing), Pro Tools (for 
sound post-production) and DaVinci Resolve 
(for colour grading). 

The Film and TV studio itself is a large 
flexible space used for technical workshops, 
as well as for small set builds and studio 
productions. Our state-of-the-art small 
cinema space is used for film screenings, 
masterclasses and teaching, and is linked 
with the Digital Film Editing Suite to help 
with post-production work such as colour 
grading, and allowing you to immediately 
check how your work will appear projected 
onto a large screen.

Jewellery & Silversmithing

Jewellery and Silversmithing students 
have their own purpose-built workbenches 
equipped with gas torches, lamps, vices and 
storage spaces for working with hand tools 
on their projects. The workshop facilities 
include an enamelling room with kilns, 
anodisers and etching tanks and equipment 
for mould-making.

SUBJECT-SPECIFIC STUDIOS  
AND WORKSHOPS

Textiles students. Photo: Ben Schmulevitch.

Jewellery and Silversmithing students.

Film and Television student.



CAREERS
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We produce exciting, award-winning 
graduates who are ready for industry 
and who have the confidence to establish 
themselves as independent designers  
or makers.

Developing an understanding of the 
professional context of the various design 
specialisms is built into your learning from 
first year onwards. Often this involves 
participation in exhibitions, industry 
competitions and live projects. Additionally, 
all of our programmes have extensive links 
with industry. You’ll benefit from exposure 
to visiting professional practitioners and 
lecturers, allowing you to develop a deep 
understanding, and a connection to a variety 
of design-based careers upon graduation.

Career prospects are wide and varied, 
ranging from freelance and consultancy 
work, to studio and agency practice, and 
many students become entrepreneurs,  
with the establishment of their own  
start-ups and design firms. 

Your programme may be structured to 
include the option to arrange your own 
work-based placement in semester 2 of the 
3rd year. If this is the case, your Programme 
Director and Personal Tutor will work with 
you to ensure it is appropriate for you at this 
point in your study.

Your programme may be structured to 
include the option to arrange your own 
work-based placement in semester 2 of the 
3rd year. If this is the case, your Programme 
Director and Personal Tutor will work with 
you to ensure it is appropriate for you at this 
point in your study.

Our services

The University’s Career Service looks to 
enhance your university experience from  
the moment you arrive, not just in your  
final year, so we encourage new students to 
engage with our services from day one.

We offer:

_  A dedicated careers consultant for your 
School offering targeted information 
resources, newsletters and one-to-ones.

_  Information and advice in person via our 
drop-in centre in the Main Library, and 
available 24/7 via our websites, blogs  
and social media.

_  Careers consultations. 

_  CV and applications advice. 

_  Volunteering opportunities within the 
University and beyond it. 

_  Go Abroad opportunities. 

_  The Edinburgh Award – get recognition  
on your final transcript for additional work 
and extracurricular activities you’ve been 
part of during your time with us. 

_  Part-time and vacation jobs, internships, 
graduate jobs and more, via dedicated job 
site: 

www.ed.ac.uk/careers

Creative and Cultural Careers Festival (CCCF)

CCCF is a week-long festival of events 
organised by the University of Edinburgh 
Careers Service.

The Festival is aimed at students who are 
interested in finding out more about working 
in the Creative Industries, Media or Cultural 
institutions. An array of lectures, discussions 
and workshops take place throughout the 
central campus, covering a wide variety of 
careers – from art therapy to computer game 
designing.

Skiffing, exhibition by Claire Barclay, Sculpture Court.  
Photo: Elly White.

ECA Main Building. 
Photo: Nicky Regan.

http://www.ed.ac.uk/careers


I chose to study costume design at ECA 
because the programme incorporates 
so many different elements. During my 
studies, there was a lot of overlap between 
disciplines, which meant we got to do lots 
of different things including pattern cutting, 
textile design, life drawing, laser cutting,  
set design and more.

My favourite memories of my time at ECA 
were definitely the Costume and Fashion 
catwalk shows at the end of the year! In  
first year you are paired with a fourth year 
to help them finish their graduate collection, 
which gives you an idea of the intense 
workload, and gives you tips on how to stay 
organised. This was good preparation for 
working in Film and TV where it is about 
who you know – you work in a huge team 
and you need to be able to work alongside 
people and support each other.

When I left ECA I felt exhausted; four years 
of non-stop university work and internships, 
it was the first time I had taken a break. 
However, I was then offered a job in Belfast 
as a Textiles Trainee for Season 7 of Game  
of Thrones, so I was straight back into the 
hard work again.

My biggest achievement since graduating 
was watching Season 7 of Game of Thrones 
and thinking ‘I was there on the side of  
that mountain!’ or ‘I stitched that dress!’.

ECA set me up with such a diverse set of 
skills I felt I could confidently work on any 
task I was given. I also had an understanding 
of the stamina and drive needed to work  
in the industry.

ALUMNI PROFILE
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L i ly  B a i l i e

Performance Costume  
BA (Hons) 2016

Costume assistant  
for film and TV

  EDINBURGH COLLEGE OF ART  
SET ME UP WITH SUCH A DIVERSE 
SET OF SKILLS I FELT I COULD 
CONFIDENTLY WORK ON ANY TASK  
I WAS GIVEN (ON SET). I ALSO HAD 
AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE STAMINA 
AND DRIVE NEEDED TO WORK IN  
THE INDUSTRY. 
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Here are some selected books from our 
first year reading list across the School 
of Design for you to take the first step 
in to what it’s like to study design both 
practically and theoretically. 

Design Futuring: Sustainability, Ethics  
and New Practice 
Tony Fry, 2008

Diversity and Design: Understanding 
Hidden Consequences 
Beth Tauke, Korydon Smith  
& Charles Davis, 2016

The Animator’s Survival Kit 
Richard Williams, 2009

Cinematic Storytelling: The 100 Most 
Powerful Film Conventions Every 
Filmmaker Must Know 
Jennifer Van Sijll, 2005

Fashion Illustration by Fashion Designers 
Laird Borrelli, 2008

The Fundamentals of Illustration 
Lawrence Zeegen, 2012

Ways of Seeing 
John Berger, 2008

Lateral Thinking: A Textbook of Creativity 
Edward de Bono, 2016

Thinking: Objects – Contemporary 
Approaches to Product Design 
Tim Parsons, 2009

The Pattern Sourcebook: A Century  
of Surface Design 
Drusilla Cole, 2015

ECA’s social media channels

 
www.instagram.com/edinburghcollegeofart

 
www.facebook.com/ECA.edinburgh

 
twitter.com/eca_edinburgh

 
vimeo.com/channels/ecavideos

 
www.linkedin.com/school/edinburgh-
college-of-art

ECA Library. Photo: Ben Shmulevitch.

DESIGN READING LIST

http://www.instagram.com/edinburghcollegeofart
http://www.facebook.com/ECA.edinburgh
http://twitter.com/eca_edinburgh
http://vimeo.com/channels/ecavideos


JOIN US

For further information  
about studying Design, email:

design@ed.ac.uk

Read more about our  
programmes at:

www.eca.ed.ac.uk

For further information about 
admissions, contact:

E:  futurestudents@ed.ac.uk 
T: +44 (0) 131 650 3565

To apply, visit:

www.ucas.com/apply

All information is correct at time of going  
to print. No part of this publication may  
be reproduced without permission of  
the University. November 2020 / Issue 11. 

The University of Edinburgh is a charitable 
body, registered in Scotland, with 
registration number SC005336.

Front cover: Jennifer Jileh Zhu,  
Fashion BA (Hons) 2019. 
Photographer: Ryan Buchanan.

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS

You’ll find more information online to some  
of the questions we get asked the most.

_  Where do I find degree programme listings  
and entry requirements?  
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees 

_  Where can I find out about accommodation? 
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/accommodation 

_  Where do I find out about applying?  
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/apply 

_  Where do I find out about my offer?  
www.ed.ac.uk/studying/my-offer 

_  Where do I apply and track my application? 
www.ucas.com 

_  What financial support can I apply for? 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding 

_  What information can I get about facilities and  
support services?  
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/facilities

_  Where can I find out about sports facilities? 
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/sport 

_  Where can I find out more about transport in  
and around the city? 
www.transportforedinburgh.com  

_  What do your students think?  
www.edin.ac/student-life 
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