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Choose to study Art and you will join a stimulating 
community of students, artists and theorists. Offering 
specialist study in intermedia, painting, photography 
and sculpture, you’ll be encouraged to demonstrate 
imaginative responses to the world through curiosity  
and exploration.

Through successive projects and courses, you will 
develop your specialist practice, your professional, 
technical and organisational skills, and your 
knowledge and application of critical contexts.

We encourage you to demonstrate inventive 
responses to the world through curiosity and 
exploration and we prepare you to do this  
with depth, breadth and ambition. 

By the time you graduate, you’ll be equipped  
with the talent, knowledge and expertise to lead, 
rather than simply respond to, future innovation  
in art practice.

L I N D A  O  K E E F F E
HEAD OF SCHOOL OF ART, EDINBURGH COLLEGE OF ART

WELCOME TO THE 
SCHOOL OF ART
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CORONAVIRUS UPDATE:  
NOVEMBER 2020

You can keep up-to-date  
with our learning and teaching 
plans for 2021 at: 

www.ed.ac.uk/news/covid-19

Please do continue to check  
this page for updates throughout 
the year.

http://www.ed.ac.uk/news/covid-19
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OUR DEGREE 
PROGRAMMES

Single honours 4-year undergraduate  
degree programmes 

BA (Hons) Art  W100

BA (Hons) Intermedia Art  W900

BA (Hons) Painting  W120

BA (Hons) Photography  W640

BA (Hons) Sculpture  W130

Printmaking.

WHY CHOOSE ART AT  
THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH?

1   Our staff include a mix of practising 
artists, visual-culture theorists and 
curators, who publish and exhibit 
nationally and internationally.

2  In first and second year, you can 
select option courses from across  
Edinburgh College of Art (ECA)  
and the wider University.

3  Edinburgh is home to a vibrant  
and diverse contemporary art scene 
with an excellent mixture of world-
class venues showcasing the best  
in contemporary art.

4  We offer an exceptional range  
of studios and workshop spaces, 
libraries and collections, and places  
to perform and show your work.

5  You’ll benefit from weekly talks  
from internationally acclaimed 
visiting artists and speakers.

  STUDYING AT ECA HAS BEEN ONE OF THE MOST 
ENJOYABLE PARTS OF MY ARTISTIC LIFE. I’VE LEARNED 
SOMETHING OF VALUE FROM EACH TUTOR I’VE HAD THE 
PLEASURE OF CHATTING WITH. 

 

 
A y s h i a  Ta s k i n ,  INTERMEDIA BA (HONS)



INTRODUCTION  
TO YOUR DEGREE

Award/s

BA (Hons)

Location

Edinburgh College of Art (ECA)

Awarding body

The University of Edinburgh

Duration

4 years

Academic year

Comprises two semesters:  
September to December  
January to May

Timetables

Your timetable will be available after your 
consultation with your Personal Tutor 
and electives selection, in the first week 
of Semester 1. Scheduled teaching can 
take place on any day of the week, but 
Wednesday afternoons are typically  
reserved for sport and cultural activity.

Contact time on all courses will appear on 
your timetable. Many of our programmes 
also operate locally managed workshops 
and studio facilities, which may be made 
available to you in addition to timetabled 
instruction. 

Some facilities will also use simple sign-up 
sheets to manage technical support time or 
inductions. Details of these processes will be 
communicated with you by your programme 
director on a regular basis through the 
virtual learning environment ‘Learn’.

Studying abroad

We offer undergraduate students the 
opportunity to undertake a wide range 
of international experiences. Living and 
studying abroad can broaden your horizons, 
enhance your academic perspective and 
help you make the most of your time as an 
undergraduate student. There are a range  
of Go Abroad options available:

www.ed.ac.uk/global/go-abroad

The benefits of a 4-year degree programme

Edinburgh offers flexible four-year honours 
degree programmes. The four-year degree 
programme offers a range of advantages.

We believe innovation within contemporary 
art and craft practices will not solely 
originate within discipline-specific study,  
but will develop through its relationship  
to other fields of study and inquiry.

Our curriculum allows for flexibility of 
choice in first and second year, with specific 
in-depth study in subsequent years.

Everything you need to know about electives

For most of our degrees, because of the  
four-year degree structure, electives allow 
for a breadth of study both within ECA and 
across the College of Arts, Humanities and 
Social Sciences. 

Your choice of electives may be based on 
enhancing or complementing your degree,  
or you may choose something totally 
unrelated, based purely on interest. 

During Welcome Week, the Academic Fair 
is a chance to see all the courses on offer 
and discuss them in more depth, but we 
do encourage you to explore elective ideas 
before joining us in September. Towards the 
end of your first week, your Personal Tutor 
will help to check available places and enrol 
you onto your chosen electives.

We are interested in what you bring to your 
programme through your broader interests 
and elective choices. You will be encouraged 
to make connections between areas of study, 
creating your own unique creative practice 
and influencing the future of your specialist 
discipline.
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1st year Fairground Project.  
Photo: Elly White.

ECA Store.  
Photo: Lydia Francis.

http://www.ed.ac.uk/global/go-abroad


PHOTOGRAPHY BA (HONS)
Programme Director: Sophia Lycouris 
Email: s.lycouris@ed.ac.uk

Our programme takes a broad-based view  
of the medium of photography in the context 
of contemporary art and encourages you to 
experiment with a wide range of working 
methods and create diverse outcomes.   

Our approach combines critical thinking  
with technical expertise to motivate you  
to ask new questions about the role of  
image in contemporary society and push  
the boundaries of how images are created 
and conceptualised. Through a mixture  
of set and self-initiated projects, we support 
you to develop a personal approach to 
photographic practice, and produce work 
which is vibrant in the current society  
and can adapt to rapid change. 

For more information: 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/photography-ba 

SCULPTURE BA (HONS)   
Programme Director: David Moore 
Email: d.moore@ed.ac.uk

Sculpture adopts an ethos that is based 
on developing a broad spatial, material 
and critical awareness through a range of 
approaches pertinent to the expanded field. 
Our purpose-built studios are adaptable, 
serving as both working studios and 
exhibition spaces.

Our workshops and foundry provide 
excellent accommodation for working in 
wood, metal, mould-making, casting and 
carving. We also have facilities for working 
with sound, digital imaging and video 
editing. In Sculpture, we believe in the 
value of working within a community that 
has a strong, dynamic and creative energy 
and our programme thrives on this exciting 
atmosphere. 

For more information: 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/sculpture-ba 
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INTERMEDIA ART BA (HONS) 
Programme Director: Susan Mowatt 
Email: s.mowatt@ed.ac.uk

You will be encouraged to consider 
contemporary artistic practice in its broadest 
sense and validate many approaches  
to working and practising as an artist.

Our programme challenges you to test 
boundaries and introduce new vocabularies 
into the artistic conversation. You can work 
across a number of different and overlapping 
areas central to intermedia art study. These 
include sound, object making, installation, 
performance, publications and moving 
image.

For more information: 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/intermedia-ba 

PAINTING BA (HONS)  
Programme Director: Charlie Stiven 
Email: c.stiven@ed.ac.uk

This programme is centred on the studio, 
where you will identify, reflect on and 
develop your personal, visual vocabulary 
through the languages of painting. You 
will be able to research and articulate your 
practice, and question your position, and  
that of painting, within the wider context  
of contemporary visual culture.

We put emphasis on drawing and research 
through visual thinking at all levels, 
encouraging synergies between ideas, 
methods & processes as you identify the 
means to personally respond to aspects  
of the world. 

For more information: 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/painting-ba 

Painting studio. Photo: Federica Mentasti. Sculpture students. 

Intermedia students. Photo: Ben Shmulevitch. Photography Degree Show. Photo: Gareth Easton.

http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/photography-ba
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/sculpture-ba
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/intermedia-ba
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/painting-ba


DETAILED  
DEGREE CONTENT

Our undergraduate programmes provide 
a scholarly framework for students who 
wish to develop their art practice. We 
provide a broad-based environment, with 
enough rigour and focus to enable you 
to engage with the challenges of study 
in intermedia, painting, photography 
and sculpture, within the context of 
contemporary art practice. 

While we do offer four degrees within the 
School of Art, you can also apply for entry 
into first year, BA (Hons) Art (UCAS code 
W100), which is a general year in which 
you will experience a wide range of options 
including painting, photography, sculpture 
and intermedia art. At the end of first 
year you will be transferred to one of the 
following specialist programmes within  
the School of Art:

_  Intermedia Art
_  Painting
_  Photography
_  Sculpture

www.eca.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate-art

Year 1

First year students from across the School of 
Art work together on the same studio-based 
projects in semester one. In semester two, 
you’ll move into your chosen degree and 
choose from projects in intermedia, painting, 
photography or sculpture.

You will develop the core intellectual, visual 
and practical skills necessary for the study 
of art, and follow a balanced programme 
that alternates between common projects 
and discipline-specific approaches in 
intermedia, painting, photography and 
sculpture, enabling you to choose a subject 
for specialist study.

There are 40 credits of electives available 
from across the College of Arts, Humanities 
& Social Sciences, nominally made up of 
three 20-credit courses. You will study 80 
credits of compulsory courses within your 
chosen area and 40 credits are open for 
you to choose your own pathway of study - 
subject to availability.

You will study Art Studio 1A and take 
workshops. A possible semester one 
timetable might also include Edinburgh 
Collections and Architectural History,  
or perhaps a language course (this would 
be useful if you are considering taking part 
in the international exchange programme in 
third year).

In semester two you will study Art Studio 
1B and Introduction to Visual Culture as 
compulsory courses but you may also 
select another art course such as Drawn 
from the City or, from the wider University, 
Ethnography, Theory and Practice.

There are many permutations available to 
you but we imagine your choices would 
include a mix of art and other University 
courses, but you may also select another art 
course from within the School of Art or from 
across the wider University.

Year 2

You will focus on the development of visual 
ideas through appropriate materials, media 
and technical processes related to your 
chosen subject. Projects take place in the 
workshops and studios. You will present, 
evaluate and discuss work through technical 
workshops, tutorials, group discussions, 
critiques, exhibitions and presentations.

A total of 40 credits of electives are available. 
We offer more than 20 electives and there 
are many more available across the wider 
University to choose from.

Year 3

The emphasis shifts from structured projects 
to a self-generated programme of study.  
You will have opportunities to participate in 
live, external projects, commissions, events, 
visits, workshops, exhibitions, and group 
and individual tutorials, alongside extended 
periods of independent study. 

Year 4

You will develop your own research interests, 
supported by studio staff. These will be 
realised through a body of work exhibited  
at your final Degree Show. You will also 
write a dissertation on a subject related  
to your practice.

More information

You can find more detailed information 
on all our School of Art degrees on the 
online Degree Finder, including detailed 
information on programme structure  
and entry requirements:

www.ed.ac.uk/ug/58

10 11

http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate-art
http://www.ed.ac.uk/ug/58
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1st year Drawn from the City project  
in one of the Lauriston Place studios. 
Photo: Elly White.
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EXAMPLE YEAR BY YEAR  
DEGREE CONTENT

Please note that this timetable  
is an example from 2019 entry to  
BA (Hons) Art and is subject to change. 

If you would like to see examples of courses 
for alternative degrees in Edinburgh College 
of Art, please visit:

https://edin.ac/32XRxTu
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Year 3

Compulsory courses:

Artistic Research –  
Themes and Methods  20 credits

Contemporary  
Artistic Research  20 credits

Presentation: Methods  
& Context 3  20 credits

Art Practice 3  20 credits

Plus 20 credits of option courses from  
the following:

Art as Process: Ways of  
Learning, Making, Working  
Together  20 credits

Feminism is for Everybody:  
Intersectionality, Art  
& Identity Politics  20 credits

Gendered Soundings?  
Sound art & feminism  20 credits

What is the commons?  
Participation, objects, and  
place in contemporary art  20 credits

Popular Art and Folk Culture  20 credits

Year 4

Compulsory courses:

Presentation:  
Methods & Context 4  40 credits

Art Practice 4  20 credits

Visual Culture  
Research Project  20 credits

Visual Research 4  40 credits

Plus participation in the Degree Show  
and submission of a dissertation. 

Right: Degree Show 2019,  
Lauren Holehouse, Sculpture  

BA (Hons) 2019. 
Photo: Gareth Easton.

Left: Degree Show 2019,  
Hugo Harris, Fine Art -  
MA (Hons) 2019, Weight Series. 
Photo: Gareth Easton.

Year 1

Compulsory courses:

Art Studio 1A 20 credits

Art Studio 1B 20 credits

Drawn from the City  20 credits*

Approaches to Visual Culture 20 credits

Plus 40 credits of option courses cross  
the College of Arts, Humanities and  
Social Science.

*Using Edinburgh as your guide, Drawn from the 
City will allow you to explore aspects of mapping, 
architecture, atmospherics, surface, structure, 
colour, time, history and circumstance. Artists, 
architects, historians, geologists and curators host 
your lectures, research visits and tutorials, while 
you are encouraged to consider how you might 
want to research, focus on, and develop a self-
motivated project that engages with specific ideas, 
such as mapping, history, ambiance, perspective, 
narrative or archive.

Year 2

Compulsory courses:

Art Practice 2  40 credits

Artistic Research 2  20 credits

Critical Cultural Theories  
of Contemporary Art  20 credits

Plus 40 credits of option courses cross  
the College of Arts, Humanities and  
Social Science.

https://edin.ac/32XRxTu


When you arrive you will be assigned a 
Personal Tutor who can offer assistance 
and advice throughout your academic 
journey, including advice on choosing 
your electives, what to do if you need 
to take time out, or need advice when 
personal circumstances affect your work.

Art Teaching

In Art, the majority of teaching and learning 
is through experiential projects of differing 
time-frames and complexity, situated in the 
studio environment.

Our teaching encourages a deep specialist 
understanding based around individual 
studio disciplines but also breadth through 
a common course structure to generate 
discussion, collaboration and knowledge 
exchange.

You will explore conceptual, material and 
technical issues though seminars, lectures, 
tutorials and critiques. This will often 
involve participation in exhibitions and  
live projects.

The study of visual culture underpins studio 
work and enables you to investigate ways 
in which you can develop your practice 
in relation to the studio, diverse art spaces, 
public sites and virtual communities.

You’ll also attend our regular Friday Lecture 
Series which brings together some of the 
most influential artists and thinkers of today. 
Recent speakers include France-Lise McGurn, 
Luc Tuymans, Alberta Whittle, Corin Sworn, 
David Blandy and Larry Achiampong, Linda 
Stupart and Aideen Barry amongst many 
others.

Assessment

We conduct continuous formative 
assessment, to give meaningful feedback and 
to encourage experimentation in the studio 
and beyond. Assessment can take the form  
of project work, participation in group 
events and presentations.

TEACHING 
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Painting studio.

Fragile Realities,  
Chell Young, Painting,  

BA (Hons) 2019.



ECA offers a diverse range of studios, 
workshops, libraries and collections, and 
places to perform and show your work.

What’s more, we encourage creativity and 
skills development, so all of our college-
wide technical facilities can be accessed 
through prior arrangement and discussion 
with relevant staff, irrespective of your core 
discipline. You can explore our facilities and 
take virtual tours online at:

www.eca.ed.ac.uk/facilities 
www.eca.ed.ac.uk/tours

Foundry and casting room

These facilities are provided for both cold 
and hot casting processes, allowing you to 
work on small as well as large-scale pieces. 
In the cold casting area you can work with 
plastic, wax, and flexible rubber moulds, 
among others materials. In the hot casting 
and foundry you can work with non-ferrous 
metals like bronze and aluminium using 
investment casting techniques. 

Metal workshop

This workshop is equipped to deal with 
both large and small-scale projects, with 
a variety of hand tools, welding torches, 
and automated machinery for constructing 
prototypes and final pieces. You will be 
encouraged to develop manual skills such 
as welding and folding, as well as having 
access to the use of the steel guillotine 
and CNC plasma cutter, which cuts metal 
precisely based on work created with design 
software.

Studios

Purpose-designed studios are situated 
throughout our Lauriston Place campus and 
provide a bright, airy space for working. 
They are also used for displaying student 
work and hosting exhibitions and events.

Photography suite

The suite has studios equipped for taking 
photographs, dark rooms for developing in 
a variety of sizes and formats, a finishing 
and mounting room, and a computer suite 
containing Hasselblad scanners. 

Printmaking suite

The printmaking suite provides a host of 
facilities for traditional and contemporary 
printmaking processes. The comprehensive 
range of techniques available include: screen 
printing, letterpress, lithography, intaglio, 
relief printing and monotype, Risograph  
and Gocco printing.

Wood workshop

This large wood workshop hosts a huge 
range of machinery and hand tools for the 
cutting, shaping, and general fabrication 
of woods, as well as metals, plastics, and 
cardboard. The work that goes on here can 
be for anything from architecture models 
and art pieces, to costume design and 
furniture products.

FACILITIES 
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Printmaking suite and metal workshop.

Wood workshop.  
Photo: Joseph Wilson.

Foundry and casting room.

http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/facilities
http://www.eca.ed.ac.uk/tours
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Photography suite.  
Photo: Joseph Wilson.



CAREERS
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Creative and Cultural Careers Festival (CCCF)

CCCF is a week-long festival of events 
organised by the University of Edinburgh 
Careers Service.

The Festival is aimed at students who are 
interested in finding out more about working 
in the Creative Industries, Media or Cultural 
institutions. An array of lectures, discussions 
and workshops take place throughout the 
central campus, covering a wide variety of 
careers – from art therapy to computer game 
designing.

Many of our graduates pursue careers 
as artists or enter other art-related 
professions and go on to undertake 
residencies and commissions in a global 
context. A high percentage of graduates 
establish themselves in workshops and 
studios as practising artists and many 
have achieved considerable success and 
built international reputations. Others 
frequently establish themselves within 
the galleries and museums sectors 
through curating and education.

Because our programmes provide a 
progressive education in contemporary art 
practice, our students develop analytical 
and practical skills, the ability to work with 
others in an organised manner and the 
ability to think laterally. These attributes 
can be applied to a wide range of career 
possibilities.

Some students continue their studies at 
postgraduate level. Others have gone on 
to teach or to make an impact in the wider 
creative industries.

Our services

The University’s Career Service looks to 
enhance your university experience from  
the moment you arrive, not just in your  
final year, so we encourage new students  
to engage with our services from day one.

We offer:

_  A dedicated careers consultant for your 
School offering targeted information 
resources, newsletters and one-to-ones.

_  Information and advice in person via  
our drop-in centre in the Main Library,  
and available 24/7 via our websites,  
blogs and social media.

_  Careers consultations. 

_  CV and applications advice. 

_  Volunteering opportunities within the 
University and beyond it. 

_  Go Abroad opportunities. 

_  The Edinburgh Award – get recognition  
on your final transcript for additional work 
and extracurricular activities you’ve been 
part of during your time with us. 

_  Part-time and vacation jobs, internships, 
graduate jobs and more, via a dedicated  
job site. 

www.ed.ac.uk/careers

Skiffing, exhibition by Claire Barclay, 
Sculpture Court.  
Photo: Elly White.

ECA Main Building. 
Photo: Nicky Regan.

http://www.ed.ac.uk/careers


The main deciding factor that made me 
choose to attend ECA was their 6 month 
international exchange programme with 
their partnering universities. It was 
something that I had always wanted to  
do and I was lucky enough to get a place  
at UCLA in Los Angeles California.

Crits can be quite a daunting process/ 
activity to take part in as well, especially 
when it comes to the first few. The thing that 
helped me get over “crit fright” (as I like to 
call it) is remembering that they are there 
to help develop your concept into the best 
version that it can be; if anything it’s a place 
of sharing ideas that you wouldn’t otherwise 
of thought of. Also it’s like an exhibition  
with stabilisers since you get to see how 
other people will interpret your work and 
iron out the creases if need be.

After I graduated I went through quite a 
range of emotions. At the moment I have  
a job and am making art at the same time. 
I think the main thing that I realised is that 
there is no rush or sell-by-date on creating 
art and making it your living.

About a year after I graduated I participated 
in a group show called RE:Respite in 
Transmission Gallery in Glasgow and also 
did an artist talk about my work there,  
which was an invaluable experience. After 
that I started working in a gallery in Camden 
and then I hosted, curated and publicised my 
first Solo exhibition NEWSPRINT FACTORY 
in Ilford.

ECA provided a solid foundation of art 
knowledge both theoretical and practical for 
me to then independently pursue it outside 
of education. Dedication and perseverance 
were the biggest things that I took away 
from ECA and have carried with me since 
graduating.

ALUMNI PROFILE
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J a s m i n e  M a r i e  B r o w n - R a s é 
Sculpture BA (Hons) 2018
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  TO BE HONEST I WOULDN’T 
CHANGE ANYTHING THAT I DID IF  
I HAD THE CHANCE TO START AGAIN, 
AS ALL THE MISTAKES I MADE HELPED 
ME LEARN.  

  

RE:Respite exhibition, Transmission Gallery. Photo: Matthew Williams.
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ART READING LIST

26 27

Here are some selected books from our 
first year reading list for you to take the 
first step in to what it’s like to study art 
both practically and theoretically. 

Flowers & Questions: A Retrospective 
Peter Fischli, David Weiss & Bice Curiger, 2006

Ways of Curating 
Hans Ulrich Obrist, 2014

Vitamin P3: New Perspectives in Painting 
Julia Hasting & Barry Schwabsky, 2016

The Studio Reader: On the Space of Artists 
Mary Jane Jacob & Michelle Grabner, 2010

Vitamin D2: New Perspectives in Drawing 
Colin Perry, Marina Cashdan & Carina  
Krause, 2013

Vitamin 3-D; New Perspectives in  
Sculpture and Installation 
Adriano Pedrosa, Laura Hoptman & Jens 
Hoffmann, 2014

Approaches to Understanding Visual  
Culture 
Malcom Barnard, 2001

Visual Methodologies: An Introduction  
to the Interpretation of Visual Materials 
Gillian Rose, 2006

How to See the World: An Introduction  
to Images, from Self-Portraits to Selfies, 
Maps to Movies, and More 
Nicholas Mirzoeff, 2016

The Routledge Companion to Criticality  
in Art, Architecture, and Design 
Chris Brisbin & Myra Thiessen, 2018

ECA’s social media channels

 
www.instagram.com/edinburghcollegeofart

 
www.facebook.com/ECA.edinburgh

 
twitter.com/eca_edinburgh

 
vimeo.com/channels/ecavideos

 
www.linkedin.com/school/edinburgh-
college-of-art

ECA Library. Photo: Ben Shmulevitch.

http://www.instagram.com/edinburghcollegeofart
http://www.facebook.com/ECA.edinburgh
http://twitter.com/eca_edinburgh
http://vimeo.com/channels/ecavideos


FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS

You’ll find more information online to some  
of the questions we get asked the most.

_  Where do I find degree programme listings  
and entry requirements?  
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/degrees 

_  Where can I find out about accommodation? 
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/accommodation 

_  Where do I find out about applying?  
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/apply 

_  Where do I find out about my offer?  
www.ed.ac.uk/studying/my-offer 

_  Where do I apply and track my application? 
www.ucas.com 

_  What financial support can I apply for? 
www.ed.ac.uk/student-funding 

_  What information can I get about facilities and  
support services?  
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/facilities

_  Where can I find out about sports facilities? 
www.ed.ac.uk/undergraduate/sport 

_  Where can I find out more about transport in  
and around the city? 
www.transportforedinburgh.com  

_  What do your students think?  
www.edin.ac/student-life 

JOIN US

For further information  
about studying Art, email:

art@ed.ac.uk

Read more about our  
programmes at:

www.eca.ed.ac.uk

For further information about 
admissions, contact:

E:  futurestudents@ed.ac.uk 
T: +44 (0) 131 650 3565

To apply, visit:

www.ucas.com/apply

All information is correct at time of going  
to print. No part of this publication may  
be reproduced without permission of  
the University. November 2020 / Issue 11. 

The University of Edinburgh is a charitable 
body, registered in Scotland, with 
registration number SC005336.

Front cover: 1st year Fairground project.  
Photo: Elly White.
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